Dealing first with the case of inevitable abortion, there are two points to be noted:?
1. The lessened frequency and force of the uterine contractions during the topical anaesthesia of cocaine. 2. The unconsciousness of pain and the continuance of uterine contractions under the influence of morphia.
The more clearly to elucidate this difference, the essential facts of reflex phenomena may be recalled. These are (a) an irritated periphery, from which sensory impulses arise; (b) a centre of grey nerve matter where these impulses are received, intensified it may be, and reflected to (c) a muscular tissue or a secreting gland. These are, in treatment, the points of attack. When it is possible to completely soothe the irritated periphery by removing the irritative agency, the sensory stimulus does not arise. If the irritation cannot be removed, the sensory surface may be so anaesthetised as to be insensible to the irritation, and again no sensory stimulus can arise. This is precisely what happens in greater or lesser degree during cocaine anaesthesia: the reflex action is prevented at its starting-point.
And
assuming that the uterine contractions during abortion are excited by motor impulses issuing from the " lumbar centre," in consequence of sensory impulses received from the irritated uterine mucous membrane, it follows that, to arrest the sensory impulses is also to prevent uterine contractions.
Morphia, on the other hand, acts primarily and most powerfully on the higher centres. It is more analgesic than anaesthetic.
Indeed, the topical effect of a morphia suppository is but slight, both as regards the irritated periphery and the " lumbar centre."
It can neither arrest the sensory stimulus wholly nor the receptivity of the reflecting centre. But, by its analgesic effect on the higher centres, it prevents the consciousness of pain, while allowing the uterine contractions to continue. Hence it follows that in inevitable abortion, when the aim is to encourage the expulsion of the ovum, morphia is the preferable agent should the pain demand relief; while, on the other hand, in threatened abortion, and the object being to restrain uterine contractions, the use of cocaine is more rational and effective. 
